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SOPA INVASIVE ENVIRONMENTAL WEEDS POLICY 
 
Purpose 
 
To declare ‘invasive environmental weeds’ for Sydney Olympic Park and establish 
control requirements, in accordance with the ‘general biosecurity duty’ under the 
NSW Biosecurity Act 2015. 
 
Policy  
 
1. Weeds listed in the Greater Sydney Regional Strategic Weed Management 

Plan 2017-2022 (extract attached) are declared as ‘invasive environmental 
weeds’ for Sydney Olympic Park.  This includes all species listed in: 

 Appendix  A1.1: State-level determined priority weeds -  specified control 
measures must be implemented 

 Appendix A1.2: Regional priority weeds – specified control measures must 
be implemented 

 Appendix A2: Other weeds of regional concern –  

o listed species must not be planted within any part of Sydney Olympic 
Park  

o listed species must be managed to prevent their establishment in new 
locations within the park; to suppress existing stands, and to eliminate 
the species over time (these requirements do not apply to kikuyu lawns, 
existing mature camphor laurels in Newington Armory, or existing horticultural 

plantings of invasive environmental weeds within the Town Centre).   

2. Weed species listed below are of current or emerging concern at Sydney 
Olympic Park and are highlighted for particular awareness and action.  These 
species are also listed in appendices A1.1, A1.2 or A2 (unless marked). 

Agapanthus praecox 
subsp. orientalis 

Agapanthus1 Rhapiolepis indica Indian hawthorn 

Alternanthera 
philoxeroides 

Alligator weed Heteranthera reniformis Kidney leaf mud plantain 

Asparagus sp. Asparagus weeds Cenchrus clandestinus Kikuyu (other than lawns) 

Cardiospermum 
grandiflorum 

Balloon vine Liriope sp. Lily turf1 

Chrysanthemoides 
monilifera ssp. rotundata 

Bitou Bush Ludwigia peruviana Ludwigia 

Chrysanthemoides 
monilifera ssp. monilifera 

Boneseed  Anredera cordifolia Madeira vine 

Delairea odorata Cape Ivy Ipomoea cairica; I. indica; I. 
purpurea 

Morning glory 

Dolichandra unguis-cati Cat’s claw creeper Cenchrus echinatus Mossman river grass 

Nasella neesiana Chilean needle grass Araujia sericifera Moth vine 

Solanum seaforthianum Climbing nightshade Bryophyllum delagoense Mother of millions 

Hyparrhenia hirta Coolatai Grass Juncus acutus Spiny rush 

Passiflora suberosa Corky passionfruit Cupaniopsis anacardioides Tuckeroo3 

Cenchrus setaceus Fountain grass Acetosa sagittata Turkey Rhubarb 

Cestrum parqui Green cestrum Dietes bicolor; D. iridioides; 
D. grandiflora 

Wild iris1 

Megathyrsus maximus Guinea grass2 Tecoma stans Yellow Bells 

1 Horticultural species listed as environmental weeds by the Sydney Weeds Network group of Sydney councils.  Not to 
be planted within the Parklands or Boundary Creek corridor; alternative species are preferred in the Town Centre.  

2 An invasive environmental weed interstate, and an emerging weed issue at Sydney Olympic Park 

3 A non-local native tree species planted within and around Sydney Olympic Park; seeds are readily spread by birds and 
the species is invading the park’s endangered ecological communities, requiring ongoing removal.  Not to be planted 
within the Parklands or Boundary Creek corridor; alternative species are preferred in the Town Centre. 

https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/722368/Greater-Sydney-Regional-Weed-Mgmt-Plan-FINAL-Sept-2019.pdf
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/722368/Greater-Sydney-Regional-Weed-Mgmt-Plan-FINAL-Sept-2019.pdf


  

 

3. This policy does not address weed management to meet landscape 
presentation standards. 

 

Required actions 

Provisions of this policy must be included in: 

1. SOPA vegetation management plans 

2. Landscape maintenance contract specification  

3. Lease/licence agreements where lessees/licensees are responsible for 
maintenance of landscape and open space areas  

Policy basis 

Under the NSW Biosecurity Act 2015 there is a general obligation on people to be 
aware of their surroundings and take action to prevent the introduction and spread of 
pests, diseases, weeds and contaminants. 

The general biosecurity duty can be found in Part 3 of the Act. Specifically, section 22 of 
the Act provides: 

Any person who deals with biosecurity matter or a carrier and who knows, or 
ought reasonably to know, the biosecurity risk posed or likely to be posed by the 
biosecurity matter, carrier or dealing has a biosecurity duty to ensure that, so far 
as is reasonably practicable, the biosecurity risk is prevented, eliminated or 
minimised. 

The terms 'biosecurity matter', 'carrier', 'biosecurity impact', 'biosecurity risk' and other 
relevant terms are defined in Division 2 of Part 2 of the Act. ‘People who know or 
ought reasonably to know’ includes people who work professionally with biosecurity 
matters such as park managers, landscape maintenance contractors, and landscape 
architects. 

Sydney Olympic Park is an urban biodiversity hotspot and contains extensive areas 
of native plant communities at risk from weed invasion, including three ‘endangered 
ecological communities’ listed under threatened species legislation, and threatened 
species habitats.  This policy is directed at protecting these high conservation value 
lands from degradation by weeds.  
 

Contact Officer 
Any enquiries relating to this Policy should be addressed to: 
 
Senior Manager Environment & Ecology 
Sydney Olympic Park Authority 
8 Australia Avenue 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK  NSW  2127 
 
Phone: 9714 7300 
Email: enquiries@sopa.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

mailto:enquiries@sopa.nsw.gov.au


Greater Sydney Regional Strategic 
Weed Management Plan
2017 - 2022

Developed in partnership with the  
Greater Sydney Regional Weed Committee

- Revised September 2019
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Appendix 1: Priority weeds for the Greater 
Sydney Local Land Services region
This appendix covers State level determined priorities (A1.1) and regionally determined priorities (A1.2). 

The Biosecurity Act 2015 and regulations provide specific legal requirements for state level priority 
weeds (A1.1) and high risk activities. For each state level priority weed, the state objective and how 
this objective is achieved through specific requirements under the Biosecurity Act 2015 and regulations 
is covered. These specific regulatory requirements include Prohibited Matter, Biosecurity Zones, 
Mandatory Measures, Control Orders (see Table 2.1 and Section 4.2). 

A1.2 in this appendix identifies regionally prioritised weeds and outcomes to demonstrate compliance 
with the General Biosecurity Duty. Recommended measures for these weeds are provided in the NSW 
DPI web and mobile based application WeedWise, as practical advice on achieving these outcomes.

Hierarchy of A1.1 and A1.2 

To be considered a priority weed, the species must appear in either A1.1 or A1.2. Species are generally 
listed in a hierarchical order based on management objective, with Prevention the highest priority 
followed by Eradication, Containment and Asset Protection. Specific legal requirements apply to 
State determined priorities (A1.1), while Regional Priorities (A1.2) include “outcomes to demonstrate 
compliance with the General Biosecurity Duty” and “Strategic responses in the region” to achieve the 
relevant management objective (ie Prevention, Eradication, Containment or Asset Protection). 

Generally a priority weed species will appear in either A1.1 or A1.2, however some species appear in 
both of these lists. This can be for a number of reasons including:

• For alligator weed and water hyacinth – that the Greater Sydney Region occurs within the core
infestations of these weeds. In these cases, the regional management objectives, outcomes to
demonstrate compliance with the GBD, and strategic response are given in A1.2.

• The legal requirements specified in A1.1 need to be supplemented by outcomes to demonstrate
compliance with the GBD in A1.2 to achieve the desired management objectives in the Greater
Sydney region, e.g. Cat’s claw creeper, Serrated tussock, Salvinia and some Asparagus species.
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Greater Sydney Regional Strategic Weed Management Plan 2017 - 2022
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p
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n
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 t
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l c
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 p
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ra
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at
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h
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 c
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e 
B

o
n

es
ee

d
, i

n
cl

u
d

in
g

 t
h

e 
p

ro
p

er
ty

 id
en

ti
fi

ca
ti

o
n

 c
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at
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 d
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b
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 d
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h
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h
at

 n
o

ti
fi

ca
ti

o
n

 o
f 

th
e 

in
fe

st
at

io
n

 o
n

 t
h

e 
la

n
d

 h
as

al
re

ad
y 

b
ee

n
 g

iv
en

 t
o

 t
h

e 
lo

ca
l c

o
n

tr
o

l a
u

th
o

ri
ty

 f
o

r 
th

e 
ar

ea
.

7.
C

o
n

tr
o

l m
ea

su
re

s 
fo

r 
p

er
so

n
s 

d
ea

lin
g

 w
it

h
 c

ar
ri

er
s

Pu
rs

u
an

t 
to

 s
ec

ti
o

n
 6

2(
1)

(b
) 

o
f 

th
e 

A
ct

, a
 p

er
so

n
 w

h
o

 d
ea

ls
 w

it
h

 a
 c
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n
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p
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 t
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 t
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 p
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 t
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l c
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ra
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 b
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 t
h

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g

:
(1

)
th

e 
p

er
so

n
’s

 f
u

ll 
n

am
e 

an
d

 c
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 t
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h
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h
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h
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p
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 t
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e 

p
re

se
n

ce
 o

f 
C

h
in

es
e 

vi
o

le
t 

o
n

 t
h

e 
la

n
d

 o
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 C
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 p
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 b
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 p
ro

p
ag

u
le

s)
 is

 n
o

t 
m

o
ve

d
 f

ro
m

 t
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l c
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 b
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 t
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 c
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Appendix 2: Other weeds of regional 
concern 
The following table recognises that whether a plant is a weed depends on the location, and 
that some plants grown as crops may function as weeds in other land uses. For example, 
kikuyu is a valuable pasture grass in grazing paddocks but is an invasive weed in the natural 
environment ie. bushland and National parks. Agapanthus are very popular garden plants, 
often used as border plants or to hold low banks. However, agapanthus are also known to 
invade roadsides, bushland and waterways.

Weeds listed in Appendix 2 include species known to occur in the Greater Sydney region as 
well as species not currently known to occur but at risk of moving into the region in the future. 
They have been identified as a potential risk in some (not all) situations. Many of the species 
pose potential risks to biodiversity (i.e. the environment), for example if they were to spread 
to or be found in a National Park. Some of the species pose potential risks to agriculture 
and some of the weeds pose potential risks to human health. In most situations this is when 
ingested but can also include risks associated with asthma and other allergic reactions.

This plan recognises that many weeds are already so well established that they can only be 
managed and will never be eradicated from the region. The species included in Appendix 2 
may warrant resources for control or management programs, or occur in neighbouring regions 
and are a priority to keep out of the region. Inclusion on the list may assist Local Control 
Authorities and/or land managers prioritise action in certain circumstances where it can be 
demonstrated the weed poses a threat to the environment, agriculture and/or the community/
human health. 

The Biosecurity Act 2015 provides powers to Local Control Authorities to take action in relation 
to these weeds in particular circumstances, for example where a weed threatens a high value 
asset and prevention, elimination or reduction of the risk is feasible and reasonable.

Common name Scientific name Asset/value at risk
Aaron’s Beard, Rose-of-Sharon Hypericum calycinum Environment

African lovegrass Eragrostis curvula Environment

African marigold Cineraria lyratiformis Environment

Agapanthus Agapanthus praecox subsp. 
orientalis

Environment

American Cotton Palm, Cotton 
Palm, California fan palm.

Washingtonia filifera Environment

Apple of Sodom Solanum linnaeanum Environment, Agriculture, 
Community amenity

Arrowhead Sagittaria calycina var. calycina Environment, Agriculture, 
Community amenity

Arum lily Zantedeschia aethiopica Human health, Environment

Awabuki sweet viburnum Viburnum odoratissimum var 
awabuki

Environment

Balloon vine Cardiospermum grandiflorum Environment

Banana passionfruit Passiflora tarminiana Environment

Beach daisy Arctotheca populifolia Environment, Community 
amenity
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Common name Scientific name Asset/value at risk
Berberis, Barberry Berberis aristata, B. darwini and 

B. thunbergii
Environment

Billardieria, Bluebell creeper Billardiera heterophylla Environment

Black cherry, Wild black cherry Prunus serotina Environment

Black locust Robinia pseudoacacia Environment, Human health

Blue heliotrope Heliotropium amplexicaule Agriculture

Blue hound’s tongue Cynoglossum creticum Agriculture

Blue morning glory Ipomoea indica Environment, Human health

Blue stars Aristea ecklonii Environment

Bokhara Melilotus albus Environment

Box elder Acer negundo Environment

Brazilian button flower Centratherum punctatum Environment

Brazilian cherry Eugenia uniflora Environment

Broad leaf pepper Schinus terebinthifolius Environment

Buckthorn Rhamnus alaternus Environment

Buffel grass Cenchrus ciliaris Environment

Burr ragweed Ambrosia confertiflora Agriculture, human health

Bushman’s Poison, Hottentot’s-
poison, Poison arrow plant, 
Wintersweet

Acokanthera oblongifolia Agriculture

Camphor laurel Cinnamomum camphora Environment, Agriculture, 
Human health

Cane needle grass Nassella hyalina Agriculture

Cape honeysuckle Tecoma capensis Environment

Cape ivy Delairea odorata Environment

Cape tulip Moraea flaccida Environment, Agriculture

Cassia, Senna Senna pendula Environment

Cherry guava Psidium cattleyanum Environment, Agriculture

Chinese celtis/ Chinese 
hackberry 

Celtis sinensis Environment, Agriculture

Chinese elm Ulmus parvifolia Environment

Chinese tallow Triadica sebifera Environment

Climbing nightshade, Brazillian 
nightshade

Solanum seaforthianum Environment, Human health

Coastal morning glory Ipomoea cairica Environment

Cockspur coral tree Erthrina crista-galli Environment

Cocos palm Syagrus romanzoffiana Environment

Coffee bush, Leucaena Leucaena leucocephala Environment, Community 
amenity

Common morning glory Ipomoea purpurea Environment, Agriculture

Coolatai grass Hyparrhenia hirta Environment, Agriculture

Coral Berry Ardisia crenata Environment

Coral tree, Common coral tree Erythrina x sykesii Environment

Corky passionflower Passiflora suberosa Environment

Cotoneaster Cotoneaster spp Environment
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Common name Scientific name Asset/value at risk
Creeping lantana, trailing 
lantana

Lantana montevidensis Environment, Agriculture

Crofton weed Ageratina adenophora Environment, Agriculture

Cumbungi Typha latifolia Environment

Day-lily, Kwanso Hemerocallis fulva Environment

Dense waterweed, Leafy 
elodea, Egeria, Anacharis, 
Brazilian elodea

Egeria densa Environment, Community 
amenity

Dipogon, Dolichos pea, Dipogon lignosus Environment

Dutchmans pipe Aristolochia elegans Environment

Espartillo, Broad-kernel 
espartillo

Amelichloa caudata (syn. 
Achnatherum caudatum)

Environment, Agriculture

Espartillo – narrow kernel Amelichloa brachychaeta Environment, Agriculture

European olive Olea europaea subsp. europaea Environment

Firethorn Pyracantha spp. Environment

Fishbone fern Nephrolepis cordifolia Environment

Formosa lily, Taiwan lily Lilium formosanum Environment

Fountain grass Pennisetum setaceum Environment

Foxglove tree, Empress tree Paulownia tomentosa Environment

Galenia Galenia pubescens Environment, Agriculture

Giant Parramatta grass (GPG) Sporobolus fertilis Environment, Agriculture

Ginger lily Hedychium gardnerianum Environment

Golden rain tree Koelreuteria elegans Environment

Golden wreath wattle Acacia saligna Environment

Harrisia cactus Harrisia spp. Environment

Himalayan honeysuckle Leycesteria formosa Environment

Holly, English holly Ilex aquifolium Environment

Honey locust Gleditsia triacanthos Environment, Agriculture

Indian hawthorn Rhaphiolepis indica Environment

Japanese climbing Fern Lygodium japonicum Environment

Japanese hawthorn, Yeddo 
hawthorn

Rhaphiolepis umbellata Environment

Japanese honeysuckle Lonicera japonica Environment

Keriberry Rubus rugosus Environment

Kikuyu Pennisetum clandestinum Environment

Long leaf water primrose Ludwigia longifolia Environment, Agriculture, 
Community amenity

Lote tree, Nettle 
tree,Mmediterranean 
hackberry

Celtis australis Environment

Mahonia, Chinese Holly Berberis lomariifolia Environment

Mexican water lily, Yellow 
water lily

Nymphaea mexicana Environment

Mimosa bush, Briar bush, 
Yellow mimosa 

Vachellia farnesiana Environment, Agriculture

Mirror bush, Mirror plant Coprosma repens Environment



79

Common name Scientific name Asset/value at risk
Mistflower Ageratina riparia Environment, Agriculture

Monkey’s comb Pithecoctenium crucigerum Environment

Montbretia Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora Environment

Mossman river grass Cenchrus echinatus Environment

Moth vine, Moth plant Araujia sericifera Environment

Mother of millions Bryophyllum spp. Environment, Agriculture, 
Human health

New Zealand flax Phormium tenax Environment

Ochna Ochna serrulata Environment

Onion Grass Romulea rosea Environment, Agriculture

Orange jessamine, Murraya Murraya paniculata Environment

Osage orange Maclura pomifera Environment

Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare Environment

Pampas lily of the valley Salpichroa origanifolia Environment

Paper mulberry Broussonetia papyrifera Environment

Paterson’s curse Echium plantagineum Environment, Agriculture, 
Human health

Patula pine, Mexican weeping 
pine

Pinus patula Environment

Pellitory, Asthma weed Parietaria judaica Environment, Human health

Periwinkle, Blue periwinkle Vinca major Environment

Phoenix palm, Canary Island 
date palm

Phoenix canariensis Environment

Pink trumpet vine Podranea ricasoliana Environment

Privet spp. Ligustrum sinense, Ligustrum 
lucidum, Ligustrum vulgare

Environment, Human health

Radiata pine, Pine wildings Pinus radiata Environment

Rattleseed pod, Rattlepod Crotalaria lunata Environment

Red ludwigia Ludwigia repens Environment, Agriculture, 
Community amenity

Reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea Environment

Reed sweet grass Glyceria maxima Environment

Rhizomatous bamboo, Black 
bamboo

Phyllostachys nigra Environment

Rhizomatous bamboo, Fishpole 
bamboo, Yellow bamboo

Phyllostachys aurea Environment

Rhodes grass Chloris gayana Environment

Rhus tree Toxicodendron succedaneum Human health

Rush Juncus articulatus Environment

Rush Juncus effusus Environment

Scotch, Illyrian thistles Onopordum acanthium, O. 
Illyricum and O. acaulon

Agriculture

Sedge, Cyperus Cyperus teneristolon Environment, Agriculture

Spanish heath Erica lusitanica Environment

Spiderwort, Moss inch plant Tradescantia cerinthoides Environment
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Common name Scientific name Asset/value at risk
Spiny burrgrass - longispinus Cenchrus longispinus Environment, Agriculture, 

Human health

Spiny rush, Spike rush, Sharp 
rush

Juncus acutus Environment

St John’s wort Hypericum perforatum Environment, Agriculture

Sweet briar  Rosa rubiginosa Agriculture

Sweet vernal-grass Anthoxanthum odoratum Environment, Agriculture

Tall wheat grass Thinopyrum ponticum Environment

Tangier Pea Lathyrus tingitanus Environment

Telegraph Weed Heterotheca grandiflora Environment

Trad Tradescantia fluminensis Environment

Tree of heaven Ailanthus altissima Environment, Human health

Turkey rhubarb Acetosa sagittata Environment

Tussock paspalum, Blue grass Paspalum quadrifarium Environment

Tutsan Hypericum androsaemum Environment

Umbrella tree Schefflera actinophylla Environment

Viper’s bugloss Echium vulgare Agriculture

Watsonia Watsonia meriana Environment

Whisky grass Andropogon virginicus Environment

White jasmine, Chinese jasmine Jasminum polyanthum Environment

Wild poinsettia Euphorbia cyathophora Environment

Wild tobacco bush Solanum mauritianum  Environment, Agriculture

Yellow bells, Golden bells Tecoma stans Environment, Agriculture

Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus Environment


